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YANCARLO MALDONAO FOR REGION VI RSR
After completing my general education courses at my local community college, I was accepted into the University of Illinois at Chicago’s undergraduate Electrical Engineering program. Becoming an Electrical Engineer would be the first step to fulfill my life goals to financially insure my parents’ retirement, contribute to society with creativity and critical thinking, and to start my own engineering firm.  Before any of these goals would come into fruition, I had to plan for my success at UIC.  It was summer 2009.  Preparing for a lonesome undergraduate career and filled with uncertainty about theresources available for me at UIC I reached out to Luis Duarte, an advisor from the Latin American Recruitment and Educational Services (LARES) office at UIC.  My answer to his first question, “What is your major?” resulted in the advice that I am most grateful for to this day, “You should join SHPE”. 

As soon as the semester began, I attended general meetings and volunteered for as many SHPE-UIC community outreach events as I could.  I quickly began to recognize the invaluablebalance of academic achievement and sense of social responsibilitythat SHPE members possess.  Spring 2010 brought my first conference, RLDC at the University of Minnesota.  Aside from the workshops and opportunity to attend my first engineering career fair, I was most inspired by the leadership, initiative, and commitment to SHPE Region VI that was shown by the RLDC 2010 committee led by James Rodriguez.  I left Minnesota proud to know that I am a part of network of students and professionals who work together to reach the full potential of Hispanics in engineering.  

Summer 2010 my chapter president asked me to lead the committee for RLDC 2011.  This would be the first time two schools would work together to host the annual Regional Leadership Development Conference.  This was my opportunity to make a lasting contribution to my chapter and region.  I also saw this as the perfecttime to use my communication skills to let the true spirit of collaboration, community, and leaderSHPE shine as the Illinois Institute of Technology, University of Illinois at Chicago, and SHPE-Chicago worked towards an ambitious RLDC.  Fall 2010 brought the SHPE National conference.  I was overwhelmed with a sense of purpose and belonging by the professionalism and pride shown by thousands of SHPE members who came together for a weekend in Cincinnati.  When our president spoke about the direct contributions our Ph.D. members could make to influence executive orders from President Obama, I recognized the power that SHPE has as a driving force of change and innovation within the culture and politics of our great country.  My favorite experience was being part of an intimate brunch with Battelle where our national leadership sat down to discuss the current and future goals for SHPE.  That experience was a great contribution to my professional development because I was able to observe, listen, and learn how great corporate and SHPE leaders conduct themselves.

I write this letter exactly one month before Region VI RLDC 2011, the first with a pre-college, two undergraduate, agraduate and professional track.  My excitement and drive to continue serving SHPE and Region VI has never been greater.  SHPE has taught me much about the importance of academics, leadership, and sense of community.  The most important thing I have realized is that as a national organization, each individual member has the equal voice, power, and opportunity to shape the future of SHPE and Hispanics in this country.  If given the opportunity to serve as Region VI Student Representative, I vow to strengthen the communication and bond within our region’s chapters and our national organization.  

-Yancarlo Antonio Maldonado

